
Monterey Peninsula Celebrates 40 Years of Preserving Parks

V iews of rolling Carmel Valley countryside and the distant Pacific

draw hikers to Snively’s Ridge at Garland Ranch Regional Park,

where trails twist through floodplains, forests and grasslands. Without four

decades of preservation efforts by the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park

District (MPRPD), local gems like Garland Ranch, Marina Dunes Preserve

and Palo Corona Regional Park might not be open to hikers. 

Monterey County voters approved a measure to create MPRPD in

1972, prioritizing recreational opportunities and environmental protection.

Today, the agency covers approximately 500 square miles bordered by

Marina, Carmel Valley and Big Sur. Sixty volunteers and 16 staff members,

including seven rangers, help maintain 20,000 acres spread across 24 parks

and open spaces. In addition to preserving land and creating parks, MPRPD

offers guided hikes, stargazing outings, photography classes, family pro-

grams, eco-lifestyle activities and other adventures as part of its “Let’s Go

Outdoors” program.

To celebrate 40 years, the agency has dedicated additional resources to

park enhancement, starting with improvements to parking, signage and

public access at the 17-acre Frog Pond Wetland Preserve in Del Rey Oaks.

An overhaul of the Garland Ranch visitor center is set to begin once sea-

sonal rains have subsided. And in the face of state budget concerns,

MPRPD and the Big Sur Land Trust have taken on cleanup and trash

removal duties at Garrapata State Park. The partnership eases pressure on

the local California State Parks district, while also keeping the park in shape

for visitors.

“One of the things we do is help ensure that the landscapes that draw

people here, whether those people step a foot in a park or not, remain

intact...There is an incredible value in that,” says former MPRPD General

Manager Jim Sulentich. “People always say it’s so beautiful here. We can’t

take the credit for that, but we certainly contribute.”

For park maps, activity schedules and other information from the Monterey

Peninsula Regional Park District, visit www.mprpd.org or call 831/372-3196.

—Renee Brincks

SHORTCUTS

AT LARGE

Coastal fog settles below the mountain peaks at Garland Ranch Regional Park. Preservation efforts by the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park
District helps preserve such natural beauty for hikers. MPRPD also manages Marina Dunes Preserve and Palo Corona Regional Park.
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